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Breathable fabrics are the backbone in technologically-advanced athletic equipment today.
Whether for sport tops, socks, breeches or boots, how fabrics are woven and what they are
made of is changing the look and feel of equestrian clothing.

A e, B e i

It's been years since my eyes nearly
bugged out of my head at the ad for Damart
long underwear in an issue of Equus maga-
tine. It wasn't the advertisers slogan - “laugh
atthe cold,” that got my attention, though
I still remember it. It was the cool look of
that guy wearing the underwear. Where did
they find him? Was he out there, riding the
trails of the north? Thus, the advertisement
showed the multi-purpose nature of high
lech riding wear for equestrians.

We want new technology. We want
wmfort and unique function. But let's face
it; we also want to be stylish. Consider this
zticle as an attempt to direct you towards
fnctional and technologically advanced
fding clothes and equipment, all with
panache. There is continuing innovation in
iding clothes these days. Now, we can find
Beth form and function,

Breathable fabrics are the backbone in
Ethnclogically-advanced athletic equip-
ment today. Whether for sport tops, socks,

teeches or boots, how fabrics are woven
@dwhat they are made of is changing the
kol and feel of equestrian clothing.

Consider the innovations in breeches
- #driding pants, Trail riders have long used
| &5 3 their everyday riding garb, though

Bieeches have several advantages, such as

Jion for the rider, and contact with the

-~ Forthose who wear high, English-style
Wi, FITS (Fun in the Saddle) breeches
be just the thing. The FITS breeches
twist on more old-fashioned full-seat
ROLNES.
“We analyzed the spectrum of fabrics
isening technologies and looked for the
that would help every rider perform
k] better,” according to Sheryl Ru-
h, ounder of the company.
Iheresult is 3 unique look (see image)
Witk the manufacturer claims offers
e comfort and saddle contact. Ru-

Egoits the breeches are a hit with

Bather high tech choice for riding
865 i5 the Enduracool™ offered by
il fider, This breech is made with a
sy siietch microfiber and is designed
m comfort and durability. It is now
ElEwith UV sun protection finish.

frihose who use paddock-style boots,
5ias a new line of riding pants
dic Jods. These are not your
15 jodhpurs — more like a cross
% brzeches (above the knee) and

shotgun chaps (below). Unlike breeches,
they have coverage down to the ankle, and
a wide-enough cuff so you can wear low
boots. Originally developed for lcelandic
riders and cross-country trekking, the fabric
is breathable and designed for wear in warm
or cold weather.

For those who wear
cowboy boots or riding
sneakers, Smoath Stride
Riding pants are billed
as the most comfortable
leggings vou'll ever own,
With a boot cuff and full-
seat leather patch, you
could think of them as
the ultimate hybrid of
East-Meets-West. You
get a choice of high-
tech fabrics, including
Polartec Wind Pro, a four-
way stretch fabric with
water repellent as well
as insulating capability,
and Dry-line, a “hydro-
phobic” (i.e. water-pho-
bic) fabric. The Smooth
Stride pants also flatten

Smooth Stride
pants offer
western styling
and a front yoke
to keep your
tummy flat.

This women's cooling vest from
Cool Medics will help keep you
cool inthe heat.
www.coolmedics.com

your stomach with a front yoke.

What about boots? Could there
 be anything new here? Of course, the
answer is yes. One manufacturer is get-
ting attention in the high-tech arena
— Mountain Horse.

Though not styled for high fashion,
these boots are above all, practical,
For wintertime, try the Rimfrost Rider.
Mountain Horse pioneered their insu-
lated winter riding boot more than ten
years ago, and they've refined their
technology.

For summer outings, the Mountain
Rider Il is a “breathable waterproof”
boot. Hard to believe, but these boots
are made not out of leather but of
stretch fabric. Toe and heel protectors
and padded ankles to prevent chaf-
ing are also part of the design. When
they're dirty, you just throw them in
the wash.

What will you wear under the
boots? Foundations are important and
you should consider wearing high-tech
socks. There are enough brands and variet-
ies to fill an entire article.

People are buying $10-15 high-tech
socks for a reason - superior cushioning
and ventilation. For summer, try boot socks

continued on next page

www.smoothstride com
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